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My lecture discusses the history and socio-historical background of the 

sacred/profane and clean/unclean dichotomies as found in the Hebrew Bible. 

Although both concepts have been extensively discussed by Emile Durkheim, 

Rudolf Otto, Mircea Eliade, Mary Douglas and their followers, the scholarly 

discussion focuses mostly on the synchronic aspects of the them, revealing only 

certain aspects of the internal development of the dichotomies (in particular the 

conceptual development between the P and H in the Hebrew Bible). My lecture, 

which is a concise summary of my doctoral research, contributes further aspects to 

the scholarly dialogue.  

The key finding of the research is that both the clean/unclean and the 

sacred/profane dichotomies are clearly post-exilic concepts. More specifically, they 

were created by the Jerusalem priesthood after the Babylonian exile in order to 

indicate and secure their unique position within the society of the 6-5th century BCE 

Yehud province. 

In the lecture, I conduct a short semantic analysis of the dichotomist terms, and 

also discuss the socio-historical and theological background of the creation of the 

priestly dichotomy system. 

 


